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E Rex. waga generall obſervation among the Heathen, 
S1I&2> that Envy was an inſeparable companion unto 'Ver- 
of FS fuc. And trucly if Chriſtians would but cenfulc 
SS with the exporicnce of all apes, they ſhould finde 
Sgt that Holinciſe hath been conſtantly haunted with 
the like or 2 worſe ſpirit ; the former being but 2 flight provocs- 
tion to fleſh and blood in compariſon of this latter, Our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who ſpake as never man ſpake, and 
ated for the glory of his Father at a higher rate, then the Angels 
themſelves can attain nnto, was ſtigmatiz'd by the Rulers of rhe 
Jewiſh Church, with thoſe odious titles of blaſphemer, devill, @ 
inend of Publicans avd ſinners, And: ſuch 3s have followed kim 
Cloſeſt in the regeneration, hath rhe world forced to drink deepeſt 
vith'him of this bitter cap. The * Apo Paxl, who ( above all 
the ſonnes of men) drew the molt perfe& refemblance of this 
heavenly patern, had much adoe to uphold the konour and digni- 
of his Name, cven in the Churches of Chriſt, againſt the {ug- 
1 gllions of falſe teachers > We conceive it a work of ne great dif- 
 eulty to produce out of every Century fince the comming of our 
9, variety of examples of this nature : 2nd to ſhew how-in all 
mes ſuch aS have been moſt richly furniſh: from heaven, to doe 
QtYIce to that God that dyvels therein, have aceply ſuffered in this 

ce, and that from thoſe , who were zcalois pretenders tc the 

$ Uic ſacred employment and ſervice with them. Se: 4 | 
bs | A 3 'K 
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But is not the counſell of God, and the han4 of Satanis all 
this ? ye doubtlefle, rhough the one be foundegia wiſedome and 
love ; the other treech'd Fth, in hatred and/tcvenre, The Devil 
through that enmity which 15 m him to the glory of his Creator, 
and the everlaſting peace and ſalvation of the creature, burns with 
£xtream jealouſte againſt all thoſe, who are beſt appointed with 
courage and $kill to praQtiſe upon his vaſlals,: and to makethe wi, 
dcſt breaches upon his-territories;' and” becaufe he knows there is 
| no way, more likely to rendertheir attempts fruitlefle, and to lay 
their higheſt atchievements for the throne of keaven in the dult, 
then to caft dead flies inte the box of their oyntment ; he therefore 
provoxes all the intereſt he hach in the tongues and hearts of ma 
to wound their Names, that if it be poſſible the'credit and reputa- 
eion of them might bleed even unto death. But whercin this grand 
accuſer of the brethren thinks he deals wiſcly, therein Godis above 
him ; and compels this tratagem of his againſt his ſervants tobe- 
come contributory to his ewn ends and their good. For thoug| 
knowledge and abrmdance of revelations are apt through the weaknefſe 
of the ficſh to puffeup even the beſt of men, yet theſe euf-rng by : 
the me (ſengers of Satan prove excellent correctives of fuck twcd- 
lings;and'are a proper means to keep thieit hearts in an humble 2nd 
tow poſture: which poſture 5s ir makes them capable of the largeſt . 

infuſion of grace, ſo doth it principally qualifie” them to become 
inſtruments for Gods hand.. Whereas if they wanted this quil- 
fication, though. accommoedared in all other reſpeRts for. his ſer- | 
vice, hee would ſoone lay them by the wals as uleleſſ tooles{ a0 | 
£© his occaliens in the world might ſuffer lefle ) for certainly m * 
theele&ion of meines for his .owne ends, he paſles by proud and : 
high perſons with as much negleR and diſdaine, as proiidandhigh | 
ings. Aug OY | A. 
The confideraciei hereof( amongſt othcr things 'relatinghere- - 
unto) as it had (we doubt p60) a lovereigne influence upon or 
dearly belSved Paſtor, for the ſtrengrhening of hic agaiatt thea 


Gults of the powers of darkneſFe and this world ; Jo had it fome- 
whit the like operation upon us alſo ; who othcrwile could not 
kaveborne the cruel} oucragious and malicious dealings of Me" 
towards him, with that equanimity and mederation of Jpirit Wet 
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Jonsof/ craeity, is a ſight wiuch cannot bur afflict nathre : but to 
ſeeinnocency ſuffer for truths ſab e, 0h how grievous, kow opprelſ- 
fing is 1t-to an ingenuous and gracious ſpirit ? an1 this was our caf- 
inreſpe&t of him. Our experience and ſtrift obſcrvation of him 
for ſome yeares together, fill'd us to the very brim with aflurance 
of his integrity and faithfulnefle both ro God and man: and this 
aſſurance. made us fo exceeding tender in our affections and re- 
ſpe&ts ro him, that the loud and furious outcries of ſome againſt 
him. were as a ſword which pierced our bowels thorough and tho- 
rough. Nevertheleft>,it came not into all our thoughts to move for 
his- vindication one ſtep beyond the ſphere of thoſe places and 
companies whither onr private occaſions led us : yet ignorant wee 
were not, what advantage his accuſers had of us in this reſpet: we 
kneyy full well, that the line of our occaſtons and opportunities 
wag £90 {Hort to traverſe the circumference of the Prefle;and con- 
ſequently, that it was impoſiible for us to gather-up by our apolo- 
gics.and defence, what they had ſcattered in the mindes and opjnt- 
ons of men by the hand thereof : Our hope indeed was, that what 
through our private teſtamonies and ingagements on the one 
hand, and his publique vindications of himfelfe on the other, and 
the bleſſing of God upon both ; the wiſe and ſober part of the 
world might have been antidoted 2g 1inſt the poyſon of their infor- 
mations. However we per{waded our fclves, that the day was not 
faroff, when thoſe wayes and #r4ths for which he ſuffer d, woultd 
nſe out of their graves, and aſcend upon the Throne, and draw his 
nameout of its daſt and aſhes after them to partake with them- 
ſelves in their glory : And under this expectation we poſleſt our 
loules in patience ; only we could not in the mean time bur weepe 
in feret ever the aſtoniſhing wickednefle and folly of this age, 
which ſpirs its venoine in the faces of ſuch,” as molt induſtriouſly 
promote the thiggs of the peace and welfare of it. | 
But the breaking forth of a late treatiſe called a Vindication of 
printed Paper,8c.or rather the breakings: out 'ef an unchriſtian 
lm in chat Treatiſe, have even forced the pen into our hands, and 
lad ancceſſicy upon ns tolet the world know ,why wee doe not, 
Wee dare not, wee cannot,obey-the voice of this ſpirit ſpeaking un- 
te uS1n-blackneſſe and darkneſle, in ſmoake and fire onr of the 
midlt of it: For our Parts, ve cannot- but thus judge a - 
| | A 3 LNe 
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the Authour or Authours of that Y/indication,that when they impo; 


ſed uponus that direful] charge therein ſpecified, rhey wereunder 
the power and. aftings of the ſame inſpirations with the Jeyes, 
when they crycd out to Pilate againſt our Saviour, orwcifie bin, oru- 


fie him: And doubtlefſe Pilate had as much Treaſon -to gratifie the 


bloody deſires of this people, as we have to arliver hin wp nace. $4. 
than: whom vye know to be a moſt Faithfull Servant and Miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt, (there being no reaſon cither for the one or thes- 


cher.) That blaſphemy for which wee are commanded to throvy . 


the-thnnderbolt of excommunication againſt him being enquired 
into,wee are confident, will be found to be but of the fame nature 
and.conſ1deration with that, for which this juff and bety One was 
put to death, that is,no blaſphemy art all. If ro vindicate rhe truths 
of God from the falſe and lying imaginations of men: if to main- 


caine the royalties of Chriſt and the priviledges of his Subjects, 1- 


g4iaſtthe encroachments & tyranny of che World;if to ſtand in the 


from the ſocieties and bodies of the Saints, if this be blaſphemy, 
we confefle him to be one of the greateſt blaſphemers under hea- 
ven; and upon theſe rermes, willing. we are to quitour intereſt in 
him,and reſigne him up into the juriſdi&ion of him who is his, and 
our greateſt enemy. But though ſuch wayes and praQifes as theſe, 
are arraigned. and condemned too under the nzmes of Hereſie, Blaſ- 
phemy, and the like, in the conſiſtories of men, where their carnall 


atreſts and accommodations fit as Judges; yet our comfort is, 


thatthe ſentence ſhall be reverſt. in the Court of Heaven; and all 
engagements of this nature {hall then bee rewarded as loyalty and 


faichfulneſle,to'the great King that rules there. 20 
| We have fully knownhis Do@rine, Liſe, and Converſationand. 
as farre as by the uſe of our reaſens, underitandings, and oþſerva- 


tions we are able to judge of them, they are accoxding te truth, an 
as becomes the Goſpel of the Lord Jeſus. Thoſe ftreames: of lignt 
which haye run through the currenc of his Miniſtery, [have been 
pure and namixt from any tin&ure of darkneſle, as the carthiin 


and weakneſle of the veſſel from whence they iſſued, could well 
permit : The Dolrines of the Father and of the Son, the involving 
whereof in the clouds of ancertainty, the [aid Vindication molt fall 


ly and maliciouſly charges upon him, hath hebroughr ineo fo let : 
-- 


gap, and indeavour to keepe out the horn'd beaſt of perſecutien - 


Mo ind open view, that we he ſeenthe peace and cverlafting falva- 
7 tienof onr ſoules in-them.. Every one of theſe in 
AF ciples of Chriſtian Religion, which this gangren'd pen Per-.--- 
A  ſyade the world he denies or doubts of,, bath he not onely aflerted © 
1 mourhearing againe and againe, but prov'd them with. ſach evi- 

1 dence anddemonſtration of the ſpirit, that our confeicnces were 
forced to fall fat before themn,. and to confeflle that of a truth Gog:- 
wasSinthem. Sure we are,, he hach laid amongſt ns. that:rrue and 


1  ovcdlafting foundation Jeſus Chrif,orher then which no mancan 


. lay without extreame perill of himſelf and his Diſciptcs. Bur be- 

cauſe the knowledge of the maſt knowing attaines not perfection 
inthis life (Errors and miſprifions being mixt with-thair choyecit 
andpureſt notions ) we confeſle tis pollible that the ſtrufture he 
bath ſet upen-thus foundation is net all af gold, flver, avd precious 
toes : Perhaps fomewhat of the nature &f I aud ſtubble 
will be found in it ; Yer of this we are ftrangly poſleft, - and. that 
pot upon light and looſe grounds, that his Ferks and  Lebeers 10 


1 thiskind (hall ſuffer as little lofle by fire in the day of pargation;as 


the Works of any his fcllow-labourers whoſoever, The track is, 
we cannot but blefſe the hand of that Providence, which plantcd 
us by the waters of bis Miniftery, the ftreams whereof make giad 
our hearts, and refrefh the very root of our feults with the refrefh- 
ings of the Almighty, As for his life, we have ſcen bokneffe roche 
Lord, engraven in faire and convincing characters vpor the fore- 
head of it : Verily, the figncs of a truc Adizifter of Chriſt, and of 
 WElderindeed of his Church, hath he wrought amongſt us in all 
wiſdome, temperance, gravity, humbleneſlc,. patience, fairhful- 
nefſe and love. And therefore wee apeale to-all ſober and: reafonae 
dlemen,whether to withdraw all converſe from-bim upon the bare 
muttions of the pafſions and diltempers of any whomfocver, 
Werenet to diſpiſe this grace of God, azd to conſult leannefle,bar- 
renneſſe,and trouble to our ſoule Or whether to joyn him and cx-. 
mmunicetion together, . were: not ta make one of the moſt ac- 
durked matches that the palicy of the Devill, and wickedneſſc' of 
mRereconfpired > FED RS 
© Whether the pnbliſking of ſome humble and modeft © veries, or 
a Particular that npon which thele men fall fo foule, that 
 Weyſeemro be ſtarke driinke with rage and fuery, will admount 
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to Wicgedneſſe 3nd blaſphemy; or whether anything of affinityumey: 4 
theſe be contain'd-10 the bowelsof 7r; we preſame- all iintellipert! © 
| * Vid. Hagi-z- men may receive ſatisfaction from afar moreable; and-(infone * 
| mialtix, or o_ reſpe&t)more interefled pen*chen curs, We have laoked;uporithis: + : 
1 CE layed Puery again? and againe, wee have ſearched intothebotrome'ef: © 
' in his colours 15 With all. poſſible exaRneſle and impartiality, and: proteſle that | 
of ignorance & We cannot finde that blacke and curſed treaſure in ir, no nor the: 
blood, leaſt veine thereof over which they ſo inſultingly rejoyce.If they | 
.igdeed faw in it ſuch fearfull and gaſhly apparitions as they cry 
out of, we have cauſe to thinke, that they looked throug; cha 
ſpectacles of malice, hatred, and revenge. Wee know: thegrearv 
Chymiſt of Hell is labouring night and day to metamorphile: 
Trath into error, innocency and bolyne(ſe into.Wickednefſeand fattions | 
the Oratr of the Goſpel into ſchiſme and confuſion, If any inimitati-- 
on of him (or rather through inſpiration from him) thall'extratt. 
by the fire of their paſſions deſperate conclufions. from harmeleſle 
premiſes, we bewaile their proficiency in this black art, and ab- 
horre it. As for theſe Perſons, certainly they had never found ſuch | 
riddle & complication of blaſphemy ina uwery ſoinnocent and inof- | 
fcnſtve,had they ploughed with the fair heifer of Love;which as the _  ; 
:Cor.x3.5.& ; Apoſtle ſpeaks, chinkerh no evil, beareth all things, beleeverh all things ? 
hopeth all things, And yet wee are perſwaded, that they triumph'in + -} 
- -face,more thanin heart;and are conſcious to themſelves; that thals 
great /poples, which they boaſt like Emperours to haveraken from 
the & weriſtsname are but cockles gi, 'meere flourithes and bubbles; 7 
For had they judged themſclves able ro make good-their fore } 
charge of blaſphemy againſt him, in all likelihood he had-felt the _ | 
ſcorching heat of their zea'e, and been convented: before Rus * | 


lers and Magiſtrares Jong ere this: to thinke otherwiſe, were'to 601 E 
ceive that they are lefſe zealons for Tyuths- then for Tyrh's, bor the © | 
cauſe and glory of God, then their owne greatnefle and dotni- * 4 
nation. | ts | el 
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worr, ſhorld arraigne him,judge him.and condemnehim untoxl N 
T rob 


OY, 
£8 : 


_ 
. F4 = 
4 
T: 
4% + 
__ 
_— - 
© _ 
« 


— Bo © Þ 
© md! for no other crime, -vpon'ne other witneiſe, then the pub- 
” libingamked 2257, theramrewhcrecf (all menknow) is nei- 
* thex co uffert any thing,nor dety-#* Nay which ismore,ſhould cons 
* jrevthers alſo, even a whole Ghurch af-Chriſt tobe <opartners 
J with them in their fin, and to helpz them toPpoure ont the dregs of 
I theircraell and narighteous wrath apon their owne Paſtor > What 
I freve ?what temper of ſpiric ſhall we -call chis® if they them-! 
ſelves will call ic zeale, we will call it fo roo; bur it i$a zcale from 
g beneath and ſymbolizeth in propertics with that wiſedome which 
F comes from the fame place, which (as F-mc3 tells us) is carihly, 
FI ſenſual, and devilifh. If he had dropt any ſemtexce mm Print, the face 
£5 wheroof might have been forc'd to looke towards the borders of 
3 wickedneſi- and blaſphemy ; yet ic became Elders to uſe it gently, 
JT adtotake that to be the ſenſe and -meaning of jt which it gave 
otfreely and without torture. 'A Chriftias Adethod from which 
others likewiſe havelately deviated in perveriiog his ſenſe and f{ay- 
mp9, and thereupon reperting that he denies' the Scriptur:s to be 
the Word of God; whereas he hath engaged more thoughts, ſpenr 
more houres, preached more Sermons for the vindication of the 
Uvine Originall of the Scriptures out of the hands of jealoufie and 
undeliefe; thetyany of his profcſfionthar we know: And were his 
J bout inthiskinde rranſmicted to publique view, if wee ſhould 
5 Mgeof the fruits .of it, by what wee bave found'in our {clves, 
4 dubtleſſe it would ble the world, and be the clitabliſhment of 
g ticheares of thouſands in this 'gzcart Fundamenrall Truch, . 
Again, ippole he had publiſhed ſomething which ſtruck point- 
biznke at'7 maine principle of the Goſpell ( a ſuppoſition which 
— Miliceirſcltein conjundion with fophiltry. will never be able to 
| Mkegood )it had-beentheir Office ( if they would needs inter- 
\ eddie) ro'have adviſed us ro admoniſh him once and againe, and 
- Wendeavour in love and patience to convince him, before we pro- 
J &qavy further; bur to- command us npgn ſuch peremptory 


* ko; 
%; 
oh 
” | be, W's 
by] 
* 4 
” "2 . 
4 -. 
2 


= Uigoverne; as this is, wee thinke are {atticient cautions tO the 
wb B | State 


(8) 


State to.deny them that yoyaZ crowne which they ſo earnelitly deſire 'F 
and funfor ; it being an & of equall improvidencegto puta ſharpe 


> ok into a Childs hand, and to give power to paſſionate and unres- 
onable men. Were they accommodated in all things to their hearts 
content, they would foone make the beſt ro feel, what the moſt do 
feare, that the little hnger of their Li(cipliae would be thicker iy 
perſecution then their Predeceflors Loynes. The ſoundeſt- and a- 
bleſt Chriſtians in the Land could not poſlibly Cape free from their 
rods and ſcorpions, had they as good anrhcrity to: puniſh Herefies 


and Biaſphemnyes hoy they plealc, as they have a faculty, to make. 


Herelics and Blaſphemies of what they pleaſe, _ 

One thing further we defire the Reader to take notice of; thit 
they preſſe us with the moſt prevailing motives under Heaven to 
do that, which they themſelves judge finfull and altogethermn- 
lawfull for us to doe. 7 he poWver of the keyes by divine right is quilti- 
onlefle one of the Regalia Imperii, a chicfe Royalty of that ſacred 
Empire, for which they wich others of their Order contend fo ſtre- 
nuouſly, that they make the foundations of the Land: ſhake and 
tremble under them, For any te intermeddle herein with unconke- 
crated hands, is the great abhomination of their ſoules-; And yet 
though they cannot but know, thar not oze drop of their conle- 


crating oyle hath touch'd our heads, they charge us as we. regardrit 


honony of God, and our Lord Jeſus Obrift, and the authority of tht 
Spirit, to execute the higheſt cenſure, net onely withoat,and 2- 
gainſt che conſent, but upon the perſon of our onely Elder. What 
is This, but to make theſe. great and ſacred Names, which are th! 
chicte incentives unto holineiſe, ro become the Miniſters of {1n, at 
leaſt of that which they call fo > Whether they have not kexeby 1w- 
ſinwared thus much into the mindes of many, that they canpeake 


ary thing, doe any thing, command any thing, permut any thing! |: 


m p 
{ſerve a turn, we leave to theinſelyes to derermine. In- our appit- 


henſions they ſeem to be ſeinewhar of kis minde, who thus cruci- 
ly reſolved with himlelfe, prreant amici, dunmode prreant inns! 
They can findein their hearcs to ſhake a maine pillar of theirB:- 
vell, or ſuffer their ju divinum to Fall to the gound, fo the mus ©: 

their hatred and indignation mighr fall rogether with it... 
 Þutro conclude, we have turnzd their in\unftiew upſide dow", 
wee have viewed iton all ſides, as it faces rhemfelves, the hot 
be | all; 
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and #4, and find it in every reſpedt fo abhorrent to all principles 


8 of ngenuity, civility, reaſon and religion, that the very-thanght whr of 
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” irmakes us quake, To perpetrate, fſach a deed of darkenefſe a- 
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\”-." gainſt him, whom God hath made more precious to us then our 
 , - lyes.is by far more grievous to our ſpirits, then to cut off our right. 
{ . handsand pull ont our right eyes, would be unto our fleſh. Wee 
#-. could open our mouthes yet ſeven times wider on his behalfe then 
wee have done. Bur wee arc unyilling to provoke the rage of his 
& acenfers andenimics any further, in refieting ſhame upon the | 
darkneſſe of their weakenefles and folly (to ſay ns more) by the 
light of his life and conv:riation, In the preſence of Angels and 
. men, we call God for a record upon oxr ſoules, that we know nothing 
. by him, which deſerves the lighteſt cenſure of a Church, all his de- 
; © .portments amongſt.us calling for love, reverence, honour, and imi- 
”.._ ration.” And our prayer unto God js that he would by theinflu- 
/  enceof his Do@rine and Example make us ſo abundantly fruitfull 
/. mall welldeing, that as He is our glory and rcjoycing for the- pre- 
* ., ſent, ſopyee may be his glory and the Crown: of his rejoycing in the 
day of the Lord Jeſwe. | : 


; | , Robert Smith, . Daniel Taylor. 


E- 'Marke Hildeſley. James Paris. 

& - Robert Saunders. Themas Norman. 
Thomas Daveniſh. Bartholomew Larvender. 
: William Mountague. Richard Priece. 

William Allen. Thomas Morrs. 

> Joſeph Gallant. Jobn Price. 

Thomas Lambe. Richard Arnald. 

| William Godfrey. Henry Overton. 
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